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Addendum: Tracing the Genealogy of One Branch of the 

Davies Family in South Wales. Part 2: Carmarthenshire  
 

 John O. Morley
 
 

 

A previous article has dealt with the genealogy of one branch of the Davies family in 

Carmarthenshire starting with an account of the life of John Davies, who was born in 

the parish of Llandybie in 1859.
1
 His father Daniel Davies (O1)

2
 was born in 

Llanllawddog in 1826, and he worked on the land initially but later became 

employed in one of the many coal mines which had opened near Ammanford in the 

1860s. He married Mary Thomas in 1848 and they had eight sons and two daughters. 

Daniel’s father, Simon David or Davies was born in Llanllawddog on 8 May 1803
3
 

but he died in 1837 from an unknown cause. He married Esther Jones in 1823 and 

they had at least four children. Simon’s father was not identified in the original 

article but more information has now come to light
4
 demonstrating unequivocally 

that his father was called Samuel David or Davies (N) and his mother Dinah (N), née 

Simon.
5
 They married in Llanllawddog in 1800

6
 but Samuel died there on 1 

December 1818, aged 41.
7
  

 

Traditionally, at this time, the first son of a marriage was named after the father’s 

father, the second was named after the wife’s father, the third after the husband, and 

the third and fourth sons were named after the father's older brother(s) or sometimes 

after the mother's oldest brother(s).
8
 A number of very important caveats should be 

added: if the husband’s father and his father-in-law shared the same name, the 

second son, not the third would be named after the husband; if the husband and his 

father shared the same name then the third son of the marriage would be named after 

the eldest brother. Similarly, the first daughter of a marriage was named after the 

mother’s mother, the second named after the father’s mother and the third after the 

wife and so on with the same caveats as before. In the unlikely event that the 

husband, his father and his father-in-law all shared the same name then the second 

son would be named after his brother. This approach is fraught with difficulty, 

however, as the sequence is often disrupted when a child has been named after a 

grandparent, but it dies, sometimes before it has been christened, so that the name is 

not known. Under these circumstances, the first surviving child does not bear the 
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grandfather’s name or the grandmother’s name but is the next in sequence. This 

situation can often be detected when there is a significant lapse of several years 

either between the date of marriage and the birth of the first surviving child or 

between the dates of birth of two surviving children.  

 

It is thought that Simon’s first son would have been called after his father Samuel, 

following the above genealogical practice, and indeed, there are two people with that 

name born in Llanllawddog a year or so after his marriage in 1823. The first of these, 

designated Samuel Davies (O3) on chronological grounds (see later), was born in 

1824-5, and he married a Mary Griffiths around 1851,
9
 but as they did not call either 

their two sons or two daughters, who were born before 1871,
10

 after Simon or Esther 

respectively, he is unlikely to have been their son. In contrast, the second Samuel 

Davies (O2) who was also born in Llanllawddog in 1825,
11

 married a Magdalena 

Morgan in Llywel, Brecknockshire by 1868.
12

 By 1871, they had two daughters who 

were called respectively, Mary, born 1869, and probably named after Magdalena’s 

mother,
13

 and Esther, born 1871 and named after Samuel (O2)’s mother, who was 

probably Simon’s wife. There were no other children recorded in subsequent 

censuses possibly because Samuel (O2) died shortly after the birth of his second 

daughter.
14

 This information tends to indicate that Samuel (O2) was the first son of 

Simon.  

Simon’s next two children, Daniel, born 1827, and David (O2), born 1830, have 

been described in the previous study, but the hiatus between the births of these two 

sons on the one hand, and the birth of his daughter Dinah (P) on the other hand, in 

1838, strongly suggests that there may have been other children who are either not 

recorded or did not survive. For example, one possible son is an Evan Davies, born 

in Llanllawddog in 1829, who is thought to have married an Elizabeth Price in 

1850,
15

 but because they called none of their eight children after his putative parents, 

Simon or Esther,
16

 this seems unlikely. As there were over 100 children with the 

surname Davies born in Llanllawddog between 1824 and 1836,
17

 it is entirely 

feasible that one or more of these may have been the progeny of Simon (O) and 

Esther. However, the 1841 Census almost certainly rules out any other surviving 

child born to Simon and Esther, between 1830 and 1837 the year of his death, as 

only two children were residing with their mother in Llanllawddog at that time.
18

 

The possibility that there were other children born during this period is not ruled out, 

but if so, they must have died at a young age, as they would have been far too young 

to have been sent away to lodge with relatives or friends. This was indeed the case 

for the older children, as Daniel was lodging and working in Llangadog as 

previously described, and Samuel (O2) was possibly the person lodging and working 

in nearby Abergwilly
19

 at this time. Simon and Esther’s identified children are 

shown below (Scheme 1). 
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                                                              Dinah (P, b. 1838) 

             

             Simon Davies (O)                    David (O2, b. 1830) 

             m. Esther Jones 

                   (1823)                                Daniel (b. 1827)                             

 

                                                              Samuel (O2, b. 1825)                             

 

Scheme 1. Family of Simon (O) and Esther Davies 

As indicated earlier, Simon parents, Samuel Davies (N) and Dinah Simon (N), were 

married in 1800. Simon was almost certainly named after his mother’s father 

suggesting that he was the second son of their marriage. By implication therefore, 

Dinah’s father was called Simon Simon, which was a fairly common name in 

Carmarthenshire around this period.
20

 It is possible that he was the person who died 

in nearby Llanfihangel Rhos Y Corn in 1848,
21

 aged 96,
22

 which places his birth to 

1752, and his marriage to about 1773 at the earliest. This would fit in neatly with the 

expected time of Dinah’s birth which would have been 1779 at the latest. There were 

several other people with the surname Simon in Llanllawddog who married between 

1790 and 1810,
23

 and one or more of these may have been her siblings. However, 

one qualification should be added: at this time, the welsh patronymic system was still  

used in parts of west Wales, suggesting that Dinah’s name was perhaps Dinah verch 

Simon and thus implying that her father’s Christian name, rather than his surname, 

was Simon.  

Simon’s father, Samuel David (N), died in Llanllawddog in 1818, aged 41, placing 

his birth to 1776-77,
24

 but it is not known where he was born. According to two 

unreferenced online biographies of his daughter Dinah Davies (O),
25

 and her second 

husband William Ellis Jones,
26

 her father had eight children in total. Unfortunately, it 

is not clear where much of the information presented in these documents originated 

though their children appear to be identified during the correct period from a 

published Family tree.
27

 Dinah (O) and her first husband William Vaughan, who she 

married in 1834,
28

 became Mormons in 1846 and emigrated to America in 1850. He 

died in 1852, and later, Dinah (O) married William Ellis Jones. The present study 

has re-investigated this family and attempts to provide hard evidence for Samuel 

(N)’s children based either on reliable parish records or on Census returns which 

often specify the dates and place where individuals were born. 

 

There seems little doubt that Simon, born in 1803, was Samuel (N)’s second son, and 

it follows that his first son would have been born between the date of his marriage in 

1800 and 1803, and would have been named after his father. Only one person with 

this surname was born in Llanllawddog in this time frame: a David Davies (O1) born 

in 1801, whose wife was named Elizabeth, according to the 1851 Census of England 

and Wales.
29

 Assuming that this David (O1) was Samuel (N)’s son, it follows that he 
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would have married Elizabeth around 1822 at the earliest and his first son would 

have been named Samuel after his father and born a year or so later. The National 

Censuses of 1881 and 1891 identify a Samuel Davies (O4), who was born in 

Llanllawddog in 1824-25,
30

 but there is no mention of his father, who was almost 

certainly dead by the Census dates. However, because this Samuel had a first son 

called David Davies (Q), born in 1860, it implies that his father probably had the 

same name, and therefore he may have been the person referred to above who 

married Elizabeth Davies in Newchurch, Carmarthen in 1821.
31

 If so, this indicates 

that David (O1) was indeed Samuel (N)’s first son, implying that this was the name 

of his father also, who would have been called David Davies (M), but this is by no 

means certain. Furthermore, it is thought that Samuel (N) would have named his 

third son after himself in line with the usual naming convention, and obligingly the 

parish records provide a record of a Samuel Davies (O1), thought to be his son, who 

died in Llanllawddog on 31 October 1814, aged 9, placing his birth to 1805.
32

  

 

More information on the family is found in the non-conformist records of St. Peter’s, 

Carmarthen, which unequivocally identify Samuel (N) and Dinah (N)’s next two 

children as Susannah, who was christened on 24 February 1808,
33

 and Sarah, who 

was christened on 22 July 1810.
34

 Assuming that there were no other daughters born 

before 1808, this might suggest that that Dinah (N)’s mother was called Susannah 

Simon and Samuel (N)’s mother Sarah Davies, if the usual genealogical convention 

had been followed. Their next child was thought to be Dinah Davies (O) born 3 

February 1813,
35

 who was the third daughter of the marriage, and therefore named 

after her mother, Dinah Davies (N). The fourth daughter was Ruth Elizabeth Davies 

born 7 April 1816 in Llanllawddog,
36

  and the whole family is shown in Scheme 2.  

 

                                                             Elizabeth (b. 1816) 

 

                                                             Dinah (O, b. 1813)        

          

                                                             Sarah (b.1810) 

      Samuel Davies (N) 

    m. Dinah Simons (N)                      Susannah (b. 1808)   

               1800 

                                                             Samuel (O1, b. 1805)                             

 

                                                             Simon (O, b. 1803)   

                   

                                                             David (O1, b. 1801)                             

 

                Scheme 2.  Family of Samuel Davies (N) and Dinah Simon  
 

Assuming that Samuel (N)’s father was named David Davies (M), he would have 

married in 1776 or earlier (his son Samuel was born in 1777) and been born 
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therefore in 1755 at the latest. It is thought that his wife may have been called Sarah 

as this was the name of Samuel (N)’s second daughter (see above). David (M) was 

possibly born in Llanllawddog, and if so, there were six people with this name born 

in this period according to the parish baptisms,
37

 but no marriages recorded. 

However, in the nearby village of Abergwili,
38

 the parish records do record the 

marriage of a David David to Sarah John in 1774,
39

 placing his birth to about 1753 at 

the latest and possibly several years earlier. There are four people with his name 

born between 1743 and 1753 in Abergwili,
40

 and it is possible that one of these, who 

may have been the person who later married Sarah John, was Samuel’s father.  
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