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Antonio Amelio Diaz Peña, son of Antonio Francisco Diaz Peña and Harr iet Amelia Kearsing,
was born on 9 Sep 1846 in New York,

1
 died on 30 Oct 1925 in Palo Alto, CA

2
 at age 79, and is buried

in Oakwood Cemetery in Santa Cruz, CA.

Antonio came as a small child to California with his family and those of his uncles during the Gold
Rush, arriving about 1850.  The family eventually settled in Jackson, in Amador Co., in the Gold
Country.  As a young adult, Antonio lived at times in San Francisco, CA as well as in Jackson.

Antonio married Angeline Arenda Barrocluff on 11 May 1878 at the Church of the Advent in San
Francisco.

11, 13
  Angeline was daughter of (first name unknown) Barrocluff and Eliza Dunn,  born on

7 Aug 1855 in Magnolia, Stark Co., OH.
1, 7

  She died on 14 Dec 1915 in Santa Cruz
12

 at age 60, and is
buried in Oakwood Cemetery in Santa Cruz.

12
  The cause of her death was heart disease.

12

Their first two children were born in San Francisco, where Antonio was a manufacturer of clothing.
6

By 1882 they had moved to New York, where they lived for about five years.

The family returned to California, settling in Santa Cruz, where their last child was born in 1887.  They
built a house at 81 Walnut Ave. where the family lived for many years.

2
 (The house may have been

renumbered to 83 Walnut about 1916.
4
)

A. D. Peña  (as Antonio was publicly known) opened a store at 90 Pacific Ave. selling men's clothing
and hats.

4
   He continued operating this store until about 1913, then selling it to S. Leask.

 2, 5, 7, 8
  A. D.

also served as an officer in one of the town's banks.
1

Antonio was an avid amateur photographer when such a thing was uncommon.
2
  In Santa Cruz, he was

among those who set up a series of lectures and "entertainments of an educational character."
3
   He was

registered as a Republican.  In November of 1901 he was a delegate to the Exclusion Convention in
San Francisco, which was called to express support for reinstituting laws to exclude Chinese from the
U.S.

 9
  Angeline was active in various groups such as the Improvement Society and the Women's Aid

Society.
 14

   They probably attended Calvary Episcopal Church, as that was where many family
weddings and funerals took place.

 2, 25, 26

After Angeline's death in 1915, A. D. continued to live in Santa Cruz for a few years.  He spent his
remaining years living with his children.  In 1920 he was with his son George at 327 Waverly in Palo
Alto.

10
  At the time of his death in 1925, he was living with his daughter Violet, also in Palo Alto.

2

Antonio and Angeline had six children: Pansy, George, Violet, L ily, Emma, and Marguer ite.

Pansy Diaz Peña was born on 14 Mar 1879 in San Francisco.
11, 16

  She died on 22 May 1883 in
NY 

11
 at age 4.

George Diaz Peña was born on 12 Aug 1880 in San Francisco,
11

 died on 29 Dec 1937 in Santa
Clara, CA 

15
 at age 57, and is buried in Oakwood Cem., in Santa Cruz.

15

George worked in his father's clothing store for over ten years.  George had moved to Stockton,
CA and was a "rancher" when he married Ada Rice Hughes on 4 Jan 1915 in San Francisco.

 1, 19



Ada died on 4 Jan 1958 in San Mateo, CA.
15

  She had two sons when they married, Fred and Olin
Hughes.

 10

George was a bookkeeper in Palo Alto in 1920,
10

 then moved to the city of Santa Clara, where he
was a real estate agent, then agent for American Railway Express, and then worked for Pacific
Gas and Electric Co beginning in 1929.

 17, 18

Violet Diaz Peña was born on 23 Oct 1882 in NY 
11

 and died on 20 Nov 1954 in San Mateo at
age 72.

 20

Violet married Dell Or ton Rodgers in Jan 1917 in San Jose, CA.
 20, 21

  Dell was born on 24 Dec
1877 

20
 and died on 13 Oct 1941 in San Mateo

20
 at age 63.  In 1920 they lived in Palo Alto,

where he was a mechanic and she a telephone operator.
27

Lily Diaz Peña was born on 24 Oct 1884 in New York, NY,
22

 died on 2 Jan 1954 in San
Francisco

20
 at age 69, and is buried in Oakwood Cemetery in Santa Cruz.

When she six she was involved in this incident:

While little Lillie Pena was playing in front of the Wilkins House yesterday, shortly after
noon, she started to run across the street, when suddenly a horse ridden by Captain Stone, of
the Sons of Veterans of San Francisco, became unmanageable, and dashing along at a rapid
gait, ran over the little girl, knocking her down.  The Captain finally managed to regain
control of his horse, and returning to see what damage he might have done, found that the girl
had been quite severely cut in the forehead and cheek, but that no bones were broken.  It
seems that the horse had 'taken the bit in his mouth' and for the moment his rider lost control
over him. His regret over the occurrence and ready return to the scene of the accident fully
exonerate him from all intentional blame. 23

Lily attended the University of California at Berkeley in the class of 1908, and after returning to
live at home she became a teacher.  For six years she taught primary and grammar grades at Bay
View School in Santa Cruz.

Lily married Har ley Mar ion Leete on 2 Jan 1918 in Santa Cruz.
24

  Harley was born on 11 Dec
1874 in IA, died on 9 Jun 1949 in Nevada City, CA at age 74, and is buried in Oakwood
Cemetery in Santa Cruz.  The marriage ceremony at Calvary Church was presided over by Rev.
E. T. Brown, and the couple honeymooned in Tehama Co., CA.

24
 He had two sons at the time,

Stuart and Gurdon; with Lily he had a third son, Harley.

Harley Sr. was the Financial Editor for the S. F. Bulletin and they lived in Mill Valley, CA.
24

Later they lived in Berkeley, Lodi, and Nevada City, CA.  For fourteen years he was the owner
and editor of the Nevada City Nugget, a twice-weekly newspaper.

 29

Emma Diaz Peña died in 1886 and is buried in Greenlawn Cemetery, NY.
1
  This is all we know

of her; it seems most likely she died as a very young infant.

Marguer ite Diaz Peña was born on 8 Aug 1887 in Santa Cruz.
1
  She was a graduate of the

University of California at Berkeley where she was a member of Chi Omega sorority.
25



4

Marguerite married Elliott Maynard Smith on 12 Jun 1912 at Calvary Church in Santa Cruz.
25

Elliot was born on 3 Dec 1881 in CA
20

 and died on 20 Jun 1959 in San Francisco
20

 at age 77.
Together they had three children: Robert Treat, Carolyn Kearsing, and Daphne Elliott.

 1

He was a lumberman for the McCloud Lumber Co. in McCloud, CA, where they lived for some
years.  By 1920 they had moved to San Francisco, where he managed  Munson's School for
Private Secretaries, which had been established by his aunts.

28

Antonio and George
on 6th Street in New York
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